Public opinion monitoring of the state of the Russian society

As in the previous issues, we publish the results of the public opinion monitoring of the state
of the Russian society conducted by ISEDT RAS in the Vologda Oblast !,

The following tables show the dynamics of a number of parameters indicating the social feeling
and socio-political sentiment of the Vologda Oblast population on average for the last 6 surveys
(October 2012 — August 2013) in comparison with the data for 2012, as well as for 2011, when
D.A. Medvedev’s presidential term was due to expire, and for 2007, the last year of V.V. Putin’s
second Presidency.

Estimation of performance of the authorities

The data. presented in table 1 show that from February 2013 the level of approval concerning
the performance of Russia’s President has not been rising and remains about 55%, which is
20 p.p. lower than it was at the end of V. Putin’s second presidential term in 2007 (75%). The share
of disapproving estimates on the average for the past 6 surveys in comparison with 2007 has
increased almost by the same value (by 20 p.p. from 11% to 31%).

Table 1. Dynamics of the answers to the question: “How do you assess
the current performance of..?", % of the number of respondents

Au Oct Dec Feb April | June | Au Average tt?g rI]aasrtmGC ;J(xe)s
indicator | 2007 | 2011 | 2012 f 505 | oo | ogt | go1a | 203 | 2ota | oot | Orthelast T comparisony
6 surveys t0 9012
RF President
Approve 753 | 58.7 | 51.7 | 53.7 | 50.9 | 53.3 | 55.5 | 555 | 54.3 | 55.1 541 +2
Do not approve | 11.5 | 256 | 326 [ 311 | 321 | 346 | 29.2 | 315 | 293 | 289 30.9 -2
Chairman of the RF Government
Approve - 593 | 496 || 485 | 471 | 483 | 479 | 485 | 46.2 | 504 431 -2
Do not approve - 247 | 333 || 345 | 328 | 359 | 344 | 357 | 332 | 304 337 0
Governor
Approve 558 | 45.7 | 1.9 | 453 | 436 | 425 | 43.0 | 444 | 443 | 4438 438 +2
Do not approve | 22.2 | 30.5 | 333 || 327 | 337 | 354 | 338 | 349 | 31.9 | 311 335 0

I The polls are held six times a year in Vologda, Cherepovets, and in eight districts of the oblast (Babayevsky District.
Velikoustyugsky District, Vozhegodsky District, Gryazovetsky District, Kirillovsky District, Nikolsky District, Tarnogsky District
and Sheksninsky District). The method of the survey is a questionnaire poll by place of residence of respondents. The volume of
asample population is 1500 people aged from 18 and older. The sample is purposeful and quoted. Representativeness of the sample
is ensured by the observance of the proportions between the urban and rural population, the proportions between the inhabitants
of settlements of various types (rural communities, small and medium-sized cities), age and sex structure of the oblast’s adult
population. Sampling error does not exceed 3%.

More details on the results of ISEDT RAS polls are available at http://www.vscc.ac.ru/.
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The absence of positive changes in the evaluation of the President’s performance from Febru-
ary 2012 is proved by the dynamics of the answers obtained in the different social groups of popu-
lation (fab. 2). The average value for the last 6 surveys is also significantly (by 20% and more)
worse than it was in 2007.

Table 2. Dynamics of the RF President's activity approval by different
social groups of population, % of the number of respondents

Average Dynamics (+/-),
. Aug. | Oct Dec. Feb. [ April | June | Aug. the last 6 surveys
Indicator 2007 | 2010 20020 5500 | o012 | 2012 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | € 1] iy comparison
6 surveys
to 2012

Sex
Men 736 | 556 | 48.9 | 525 | 477 | 492 | 531 | 543 | 535 | 531 | 518 +3
Women 767 | 612 | 53.9 | 546 | 534 | 566 | 575 | 565 | 549 | 568 | 56.0 )
Age
Under 30 766 | 583 | 49.7 | 516 | 508 | 501 | 556 | 566 | 481 | 509 | 520 )
30-55 751 | 576 | 50.9 | 545 | 482 | 543 | 53.0 | 535 | 577 | 573 | 540 +3
Over 55 746 | 607 | 546 | 54.0 | 551 | 545 | 595 | 579 | 536 | 551 | 6.0 I
Education
Secondary, incom- | 244 | 549 | 460 | 483 | 474 | 442 | 520 | 501 | 516 | 511 | 494 43
plete secondary
Secondary 764 | 598 | 518 | 475 | 518 | 548 | 559 | 571 | 552 | 542 | 548 +3
vocational
El'gﬁsrr incomplete | a1 | 613 | 566 | 652 | 535 | 509 | 586 | 597 | 563 | 601 | 580 R
Income groups

0,
52 O/p l‘;f thepoorest | ooy | 457 | 409 | 412 | 407 | 366 | 409 | 434 | 528 | 470 | 436 +3
60% of the people
with middle-sized | 78.0 | 60.4 | 538 | 57.2 | 530 | 551 | 592 | 582 | 539 | 543 | 556 )
income
20% ofthemost | g5 6 | g3 g | 594 | 603 | 593 | 66.0 | 639 | 649 | 608 | 667 | 636 +4
prosperous people
Territories
Vologda 741 | 583 | 516 | 533 | 540 | 534 | 515 | 547 | 511 | 541 | 534 )
Cherepovets 828 | 685 | 623 65.0 | 615 | 632 | 641 | 61.4 | 653 | 628 | 63.1 I
Districts 722 | 539 | 463 | 48.0 | 443 | 483 | 531 | 528 | 499 | 515 | 500 +4
Oblast 753 | 587 | 51.7 | 53.7 | 509 | 533 | 555 | 555 | 543 | 551 | 54.1 )
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Assessment of success in coping with challenging issues

The answers of the Vologda Oblast residents to the question “How successful is the RF
President’s activity in dealing with challenging issues?” are presented in table 3. They show that
in 2007 the level of “successful” estimates of President V. Putin’s performance was higher than
that of “unsuccessful” estimates by all the positions. As for 2011, during D. Medvedev’s Presidency,
the opposite situation was observed: the share of negative assessments was significantly higher
than the share of positive ones (by 15—20%).

For the 16 months of the third presidential term, the assessment of V. Putin’s performance
in dealing with key issues has remained on the level of 2011. The population sees no significant
difference between the performance of D. Medvedev as President and V. Putin during his third
Presidency on these key issues so far.

Table 3. How successful, in your opinion, is the RF President's activity
in coping with challenging issues?, % of the number of respondents™

Dynamics (+/-),

) Average | the ast 6 surveys
Aug. Oct. Dec. Feb. April | June | Aug. for in comparison

2012 2012 2012 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | the last 10,2012
6 surveys
2007 | 2011 | 2012

Indicator 2007 | 2011 | 2012

Strengthening Russia’s standing in world affairs
Successful 584 | 46.2 | 431 || 472 | 1.9 | 441 | 451 | 467 | 417 | 453 441 -14 -2 +1
Unsuccessful | 24.9 | 33.7 | 379 || 349 | 394 | 39.0 | 344 | 395 | 371 | 36.4 37.6 +13 | +4 0

Success
index**

1335 1125|1052\ 1123 | 102.5 | 105.1 | 110.7 | 1072 | 1046 | 108.9 | 106.5 -27 -6 +1

Imposing order in the country
Successful 532 | 366 | 354 | 409 | 348 | 375 | 377 | 372 | 351 | 39.9 37.0 -16 0 +2
Unsuccessful | 34.0 | 50.0 | 50.7 || 456 | 50.1 | 50.7 | 46.5 | 49.9 | 499 | 46.7 49.0 +15 -1 -2

Success
index**

1192 866 | 84.7 || 95.3 | 847 | 868 | 912 | 87.3 | 852 | 932 88.0 -31 +1 +3

Protection of democracy and strengthening the citizens’ freedoms
Successful 444 | 324 | 288 || 33.0 | 267 | 285 | 30.0 | 304 | 291 | 347 29.9 -15 -3 +1
Unsuccessful | 37.0 | 48.3 | 523 || 48.1 | 54.0 | 547 | 498 | 549 | 50.0 | 485 52.0 +15 | +4 0

Success
index**

1074 84.1 | 765 || 849 | 727 | 738 | 802 | 755 | 79.1 | 86.2 77.9 -30 -6 +1

Economic recovery, increase in the citizens’ welfare
Successful 472 | 307 | 285 || 347 | 253 | 293 | 307 | 31.9 | 282 | 326 29.7 -18 -1 +1
Unsuccessful | 39.1 | 561 | 57.9 || 51.4 | 61.1 596 | 53.9 | 596 | 56.7 | 53.4 57.4 +18 +1 -1

Success
index**

1081 746 | 706 || 833 | 642 | 69.7 | 768 | 723 | 715 | 792 72.3 -36 -2 +2

* Ranked according to the average value of the indicator for the last 6 surveys.

** For calculating each index the share of negative answers is subtracted from the share of positive answers, after that 100 is added
to the obtained figure in order to avoid negative values. Consequently, fully negative answers would give the total index 0, fully positive
answers — index 200, the balance between the former and the latter — index 100, which is. in fact, a neutral mark.
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Estimation of social condition

Table 4, representing the dynamics of population’s estimation of their social condition, shows
that the share of positive answers about the mood and stock of patience on average for the last
6 surveys was higher than in 2007 (by 4.3% and 5.6%).

At the same time, the indicators of social self-identification for the same period have deterio-
rated: the share of people considering themselves to be “poor” and “extremely poor” increased
by 5 p.p. (from 42% to 47%), the share of people with “average income” decreased (from 48% to
44%); Consumer Sentiment Index declined (by 15 p.p. — from 106 to 91).

Perhaps, these trends indicate that there is some conservation of the positive expectations from
the authorities of all levels, people tend to concentrate more on their personal, family and private
life. In our opinion, this is an alarming trend, for it establishes the principle of “it is good that it
is not worse”. If the authorities do not seek to enhance the efficiency of their efforts to restore
order in the country, promote the growth of the economy, increase the welfare of the population,
protect democracy, secure the rights and freedoms of citizens, this may lead to very undesirable
consequences. It is essential that people actually see the changes in their life on these key issues.

Table 4. Estimation of social condition, % of the number of respondents

Average Dynamigs (+/-),
. Aug. Oct. Dec. Feb. April | June | Aug. the last 6 surveys
Answer options | 20071 2011 2012 | o5 | o190 | 2012 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 [ 1O € 1aSUL i comparison
6 surveys
to 2012
Mood
Usual condition, 1 36| 631 | 673 | 713 | 60.0 | 68.0 | 666 | 686 | 664 | 687 | 67.9 .
good mood
Feeling stress,
anger, fear, 278 1289 [ 270 233 | 255 | 26.5 | 305 | 26.0 | 259 | 26.3 26.8 0
depression
Stock of patience
Everything is not
sobad; its difficult | 7y 4 | 748 | 766 | 732 | 775 | 790 | 755 | 77.0 | 778 | 797 | 784 42
1o live, but it's
possible to stand it
Itsimpossible 14361 453 | 158 | 17.0 | 156 | 137 | 164 | 165 | 137 | 147 [ 15 E
to bear such plight
Social self-identification
The share of people
who consider
themselves to be 424 | 443 | 445 || 44.2 | 441 | 47.0 | 459 | 48.2 | 483 | 46.8 46.7 +2
poor and extremely
poor
The share of people
ho consider 482 | 431 | 447 | 434 | 447 | 434 | 443 | 426 | 419 | 449 | 436 g
themselves to have
average income
Consumer Sentiment Index
Index value, points [105.9] 896 | 915 | 923 | 917 | 917 | 923 | 904 | 808 [ 010 | 012 0
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Attitude of the population toward political parties

The lack of positive changes is observed in the level of support of the ruling party. By the end
of V. Putin’s second Presidency (2007) and during D. Medvedev’s Presidency (2011), as well as
in 2012 and 2013 the level of support of “United Russia” was 29—30% (tab. 5). At that, the share
of the oblast’s residents, whose interests are expressed by no party, is continuing to increase
(in 2007 — 18%, in 2011 — 29%, in 2012 — 31%, on average for the last 6 surveys — 34%).

Table 5. Which party expresses your interests?, % of the number of respondents

~ ~
E E N
3 3 £| 228
5 5 s | T29
n o n o i o~ ™ ™ ™ e ™ oz | 28
— — — — — — — 7] = 5
Party 'é = f 5 = f g & S & > g § g gg o é
“l1Eg| Y |Eg| Y| 2| 8| & |8 |B| 5| f|<2|¢sz8
= =t = > o =
5 5 | SE&8
E E - =
furm] furm]
United Russia | 30.2 | 60.5 | 311 | 33.4 | 291 | 314 | 266 | 30.4 | 305 | 285 | 31.3 | 296 || 295 0
KPRF 70 | 93 | 103|168 | 106 95 | 104 | 122 | 97 | 110 | 1.3 | 120 || 111 +1
LDPR 75 | 110 | 78 | 154 | 78 | 67 | 68 | 72 | 63 | 71 | 66 | 68 || 68 B
Just Russia 78 | 88 | 56 | 272 | 66 | 56 | 55 | 55 | 53 | 51 | 47 | 43 || 54 2
Other 18 = | 19| = | 21| 23| 24 | 35| 35| 34 | 20 | 34 || 30 +1
No party 178 — | 204 | - |313] 332|361 | 325/ 353|371 | 317|334 | 344 +3
Itis difficult An2| - 132 - [17|[111 {123 ] 87 | 93 | 78 | 123 | 105 || 102 2
to answer

J

As in the previous issues, we publish the journal articles rating in this one.
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of the country’s prospective innovative development 2011
5 Threats to the region’s economic security and the ways 176 No 14 April Uskova Tamara Vitalyevna,
to overcome them ' 2011 Kondakov Igor Anatolyevich
September llyin Vladimir Aleksandrovich,
6 | Intellectual resources as innovation development factor 172 No.11 3010 Gulin Konstantin Anatolyevich,
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Investment process in the region: the new century — old September | Gubanova Yelena Sergeyevna,
11 85 No.11 -
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) ) L llyin Vladimir Aleksandrovich,
12 Stre_lteglc reserves of growth in labour productivity in 73 No. 9 March Gulin Konstantin Anatolyevich.
regional economy 2010 ]
Uskova Tamara Vitalyevna
13 Budget provision of municipal entities in the Vologda 65 No.9 March Povarova Anna lvanovna,
region: state, problems and improvement ways ' 2010 Uskova Tamara Vitalyevna
14 Principles and practice of operation of foreign technology 64 No 13 March Terebova Svetlana Viktorovna,
transfer centers ' 2011 Volkova Lyubov Alekseyevna
. . . . Uskova Tamara Vitalyevna,
Foreign economic aCt'V_'ty of _t_he NWFD regions e_lnd December ' Asanovich Valeriy Yakovlevich,
15 | the Republic of Belarus: condition and methodological 62 No.12 ;
- 2010 Dedkov Sergey Maratovich,
aspects of modelling ) ’
Selimenkov Roman Yuryevich
16 Som_a_l development of rural areas — a basis of agriculture 53 No 11 September Chekavinskiy Aleksandr Nikolayevich
stability 2010
Myakota Yekaterina Aleksandrovna,
17 The post-crisis economic development and prospects 46 No 15 June Vorobyov Aleksandr Grigoryevich,
of innovation activity in the Tomsk region ' 2011 Putilov Aleksandr Valentinovich,
Zhiganov Aleksandr Nikolayevich
Public-private  partnership in the scientific and Aoril
18 | technological sphere of defense industry: Russian and 45 No.20 2(‘))12 Nikolayev Aleksey Yevgenyevich
foreign experience
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The first twenty articles, published in 2010-2013,

according to the frequency of their viewing for the recent 12 months (September 2012 — August 2013)
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