Public opinion monitoring of the state of the Russian society

As in the previous issues, we publish the results of the public opinion monitoring of the state
of the Russian society conducted by ISEDT RAS in the Vologda Oblast'.

The following tables show the dynamics of a number of parameters indicating the social feeling
and socio-political sentiment of the Vologda Oblast population on average for the last 6 surveys
conducted in 2013 in comparison with the data for 2012, aswell asfor 2011, when D.A. Medvedev’s
presidential term was due to expire, and for 2007, when V.V. Putin’s second Presidency was coming
to an end.

Estimation of performance of the authorities

On average for 2013 in comparison with 2012, the assessments of the performance of Russia’s
President and the Vologda Oblast Governor have improved (the share of positive evaluations has
increased by 4% and 3% accordingly).

However, so far the situation remains less favourable than in 2007. The trends in public opinion
still remain negative with regard to the activities of the RF Government.

Table 1. Dynamics of the answers to the question: “How do you assess the current
performance of..?", as a percentage of the number of respondents

' ' . Average Dynamics (+/-),
indicator 2007 2011 | 2012 | Job. | DMl | e | S| et DES T forthe fast i;hsolﬁ]sga?izﬂ;"jvyifh
, , | bsurveys [To012 T 2011 | 2007
RF President
| approve 753 587 | 517 555 | 555 | 543 | 551 543 | 57.3 55.3 +4 -3 -20
[donotapprove | 115 | 256 | 326 292 | 315 293 | 289 | 28.7 | 28.9 29.4 -3 +4 +18
Chairman of the RF Government*
| approve - 593 | 496 | 479 | 485 | 46.2 | 50.4 | 49.0 | 511 48.9 -1 -10 -
| do not approve - 247 | 333 344 | 357 | 332 | 304 | 306 | 325 32.8 -1 +8 -
Governor

| approve 558 | 457 | 419 43.0 | 444 | 443 | 448 | 459 | 441 44.4 +3 -1 -1
[ donotapprove | 222 305 333 338 349 31.9| 311 | 324 | 353 33.2 0 +3 +11

* included into the survey since 2008.

I The polls are held six times a year in Vologda, Cherepovets, and in eight districts of the oblast (Babayevsky District,
Velikoustyugsky District, Vozhegodsky District, Gryazovetsky District, Kirillovsky District, Nikolsky District, Tarnogsky District
and Sheksninsky District). The method of the survey is a questionnaire poll by place of residence of respondents. The volume of a
sample population is 1500 people aged from 18 and older. The sample is purposeful and quoted. Representativeness of the sample
is ensured by the observance of the proportions between the urban and rural population, the proportions between the inhabitants
of settlements of various types (rural communities, small and medium-sized cities), age and sex structure of the oblast’s adult
population. Sampling error does not exceed 3%.

More details on the results of ISEDT RAS polls are available at http://www.vscc.ac.ru/.
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Assessment of the RF President’s performance in coping with key issues

2013, as compared with 2012, witnessed improvement in the estimations of the RF President’s
success in dealing with all the key issues. For instance, the assessment of strengthening Russia’s
international standing increased by 3%, the assessment of the RF President’s success in imposing
order in the country increased by 4%. However, it is alarming that over half of the respondents
(57%) do not consider that the President’s performance in dealing with the issue of economic
recovery and increasing the citizens’ welfare is successful.

Table 2. Dynamics of the answers to the question: “How successfully, in your opinion, does the RF
President cope with the following challenging issues?™ (as a percentage of the number of respondents)

Feb Apr June | Aug Oct Dec Average ﬂ?g ?:ST%C;J(:\ZG)YS
Indicator 1 20071 2011 | 2012 0 013 | o013 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 fg Lﬂlﬁgﬁt in comparison wit
2012 | 2011 | 2007
Strengthening Russia’s international standing
Successfully | 584 | 462 | 431 || 451 | 467 | 417 | 453 | 477 | 475 457 3 1|13
Unsuccessfully | 24.9 | 337 | 37.9 || 344 | 395 | 371 | 364 | 337 | 358 36.2 2 | +3 | +11
L’L‘fﬁ; s”; 1335 | 1125 | 1052 | 1107 | 1072 | 1046 | 1089 | 1140 | 111.7 109.5 4| 3| -2
Imposing order in the country
Successfully | 53.2 | 366 | 354 || 37.7 | 37.2 | 354 | 399 | 417 | 445 39.4 4| +3 | 14
Unsuccessfully | 34.0 [ 50.0 | 507 46.5 49.9 49.9 46.7 46.7 455 47.5 -3 -3 | 14
L’L‘ﬁ’; s”sf 1192 | 866 | 847 | 912 | 873 | 852 | 932 | 950 | 990 918 47 | 45 | -27
Protecting democracy and strengthening citizens’ freedoms
Successfully | 444 | 324 | 288 || 300 | 304 | 201 | 347 | 335 | 328 318 3 1| 13
Unsuccessfully | 37.0 | 483 | 523 | 49.8 | 549 | 500 | 485 | 509 | 516 51.0 A | 43 | +14
Index of 1074 | 841 | 765 || 802 | 755 | 791 | 862 | 826 | 812 808 | +4 | -3 | -27
Economic recovery and increase in citizens’ welfare
Successfully | 47.2 | 307 | 285 || 307 | 31.9 | 282 | 326 | 319 | 326 313 3| +1 | 16
He ycnewHo 3941 56.1 57.9 53.9 59.6 56.7 53.4 57.7 59.7 56.8 -1 +1 | +18
Index of 108.1 | 746 | 706 || 768 | 723 | 715 | 792 | 742 | 729 745 | 4| 0 | -3

* Ranked according to the average value of the index of success for the last six surveys. For calculating each index the share
of negative answers is subtracted from the share of positive answers, after that 100 is added to the obtained figure in order to avoid
negative values. Consequently, fully negative answers would give the total index 0, fully positive answers — index 200, the balance
between the former and the latter — index 100, which is, in fact, a neutral mark. The index of social strain has a reversed order of
values: 0 points is an absolutely positive value, 200 points — an absolutely negative value.
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Estimation of social condition

The share of positive assessments of social mood and stock of patience on average for 2013 has
increased in comparison with 2012. However, on average for the last 6 surveys there has been an
increase in the share of the oblast population, who consider themselves “poor” and “extremely poor”.

Table 3. Estimation of social condition (as a percentage of the number of respondents)

Dynamics (+/-),
Feb. | Apr. | June | Aug. | Oct | Dec. Average the last 6 surveys

i 2007 | 2011 | 2012 i o wi
Ansiwer options 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 fgrsﬂ]:/;? in comparison with
2012 | 2011 | 2007
Mood
Usual condition, good mood | 63.6 | 63.1 | 67.3 || 666 | 686 | 664 | 68.7 | 715 | 696 68.6 +1 +5 +5
Feeling stress, anger, fear, | o, g | 989 | 27.0 | 205 | 260 | 259 | 263 | 240 | 262 | 265 1| 2| 4
depression

Stock of patience

Everything is not so bad; it
is difficult to live, but it is| 741 [ 748 | 766 755 | 779 | 778 | 79.7 | 816 | 831 79.3 +3 +5 +5
possible to stand it

It is impossible to bear such
plight

13.6 | 1563 [ 168 | 16.1 165 | 137 | 147 | 123 | 120 14.2 -2 -1 +1

Social self-identification

The share of people who
consider themselvesto have | 48.2 | 431 | 447 || 443 | 426 | 419 | 449 | 457 | 437 439 -1 +1 -4
average income

The share of people who
consider themselves to be| 424 | 443 | 445 459 | 482 | 483 | 468 | 454 | 467 469 +2 +3 +5
poor and extremely poor

Consumer Sentiment Index
Index value, points [ 1059 (896 915] 923 | 904 | 898 | 910 [ 904 [ 879 903 [ 4 [ +1 | -16

Attitude of the population toward political parties

The dynamics of support to the party of power shows no positive changes. As in 2007 and in
2011, on average for the past six surveys, the level of support was 29—30%. At that, the significant
share of the oblast residents consider that no political party among currently existing ones expresses
their interests (in 2007 — 18%, in 2011 —29%, in 2012 — 31%, on average for the last 6 surveys — 35%).

Table 4. Dynamics of the answers to the question: “Which party expresses
your interests?”, as a percentage of the number of respondents

=5 = Dynamics (+/-),
28 2 Average the last 6 surveys
S 2o . Feb. | April ~ June | Aug. | Oct. | Dec. . i 4
2EQ 2 g%
Party 2007 <58 2011 =R 2012 9013 | 2013 2013 | 2013 | 2013 | 2013 for the lastf in comparison with
e = o 6 surveys
o = o T 2012 | 2011 | 2007
W ¢n L o0
United Russia 302 | 605 [ 311 [ 334 [ 291 | 305 [ 285 | 313 | 296 | 26.9 | 295 294 0 -2 -1
KPRF 7.0 93 | 103 | 168 | 106 || 97 | 110 [ 113 | 120 | 119 | 118 113 +1 +1 +4
LDPR 75 | 110 | 78 | 154 [ 738 6.3 74 6.6 6.8 8.4 8.1 7.2 -1 -1 0
Just Russia 7.8 8.8 56 | 272 | 66 53 51 47 43 4.0 4.4 46 -2 -1 -3
Other 1.8 - 1.9 - 21 35 34 2.0 34 1.0 0.8 2.4 0 +1 +1
No party 17.8 - 29.4 - 313 || 353 | 371 | 31.7 | 334 | 373 | 344 349 +4 +6 +17
ftis difficultto | o5 | _ 432 | - | 117 93 | 78 | 123 | 105 | 105 | 109 | 102 2 | 3 | -1
answer
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